Minutes of Annual Hellifield Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 14th May 2025 Hellifield Village Institute – Yorke Room
Attendees: 
Councillors Julian Sleath, Wayne Harding, Neil Bates, Karen Dunwoodie, Sophie Lemal, Wendy Robinson and Clerk Julie Sleath.  District Cllr Simon Myers (part meeting), plus 5 members of the public.                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Chairman Julian Sleath opened the meeting at 7:45pm following an extended Annual Parish Meeting

Election of Chair  and Vice Chair and Declarations of Acceptance of Office

Cllr Harding proposed Cllr Sleath as Chairman. Cllr Bates seconded. All voted in favour.

Cllr Sleath accepted and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of office. 
Cllr Sleath proposed Cllr Harding as Vice Chairman. Cllr Dunwoodie seconded. All voted in favour.

Cllr Harding accepted and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of office. 
1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wed 12 March 2025 were approved and signed
2. Apologies received from Cllr Harriet Maddock, and PCSOs Jayne Grace and Julia Runciman.
3. To record members’ interests: Cllr Dunwoodie reported an interest in items 8.1 and 12(f) as part of the Herald Magazine Team.
4. Public Participation: 
4.1 Paul Emsley reported that he had been unsuccessfully attempting to get the Police to approve/raise with NY Highways installation of flashing lights outside the primary school to be used during the period when children were entering and departing the premises. Apparently the responsibility is split between Police and Highways. HPC to raise issue.
4.2 Hellifield Community Pub: Hannah Crabtree –Day updated HPC on progress re purchase of Black Horse (currently on sale by the Gargrave Poor Lands Charity for £495,000) as a Community Pub for the village. There is a lot of interest from villagers. A steering group has been set up and joined Plunkett UK (a national charity which supports people in rural areas to set up and run a wide range of businesses in community ownership) who have supplied guidance. Another similar pub has been visited and a survey carried out in the village. There were 233 responses with 93% wanting a pub with food in the village. A meeting held last week was very well attended by around 100 villagers, all of whom appeared to be in favour of progressing the purchase. The building would potentially be owned by locals, shares could be bought by individuals and a Community ownership would give better security to its future. This will take a lot of money and a lot of work right from the outset. The group is putting together a committee and a plan, and will then further notify people across the village. HPC were requested to support during the initial set up period. The initial cost of setting up the grant application and making various other applications and survey is likely to be in the region of £2000, with initial costs of £800. The group is looking at potentially selling off some of the building / land for other uses and in the interim would appreciate HPC support.  Questions were raised by HPC regarding intended use of the pub, who would run it, and timescales. It was confirmed that the intention is to set up as a pub with food and accommodation with possibly a tenant or volunteers from the community.  An Asset of Community Value application has been submitted and if accepted the group has 6 months to make a formal bid. Cllr Dunwoodie felt that HPC should support the venture on the basis that it is clearly supported by the village. Cllr Sleath pointed out that pubs across UK are closing – is there any evidence that sufficient people will actually use the pub once it is set up to make it viable?   Any share scheme will have to be carefully set up as the government grant funding scheme was cancelled in the UK in late 2024. Hannah confirmed that the pub does not need to be profit making to the extent that a commercial organization would be to make it viable. There would be no upfront costs for a tenant and there is a good community here in Hellifield. The building is in an excellent location and will attract passing traffic from both directions on the busy A65.  Cllr Harding asked if any fundraising was being done, and Cllr Robinson said she would support this once more information was forthcoming. There is no current budget for a donation to this in HPC finances; however there was some remaining in last year’s budget so Cllr Sleath proposed that HPC contribute £250 towards the initial costs. This was seconded by Cllr Dunwoodie, and all voted in favour.  Once the committee is set up and an account is available a formal written request for said funds will be made before payment. Hannah confirmed that a website is being set up and there will be regular Facebook updates to keep everyone informed. Cllr Dunwoodie suggested advertising and updates via the Hellifield Herald, and Cllr Myers confirmed he would also support via his Locality Budget.
5. Village Matters

5.1 To receive any reports of antisocial behaviour – further vandalism to the play area at Station Road.  Graffiti etched on the multiplay equipment and the seesaw. Apparently child involved identified and dealt with by parents. The section of the multiplay that has been vandalised is to be replaced and as an estimate in the region of £1000 to repair this equipment has been obtained (see 6.4 below). The seesaw will be sorted by Cllr Harding. Mr Emsley offered graffiti removing supplies if needed. No further police action required at this stage.
5.2 To receive updates from NYCC Police on crime. 32 incidents reported between 10.03.25 & 11.05.2 Reports include –Crime sexual, Animal concerns dog worrying lambs, Parking issues, Sudden Death, Domestic dispute, Road Related offence – manner of driving, suspect lights, suspect persons taking photos – checked in order – visitors & Concern for welfare/safety – Train Station passed to British transport police. 

Theft of trailer Station Road/Railway yard;  3 x RTC – 2 vehicle on A682; 3 x Stolen moped Thornview Road – recovered close by; Theft from property – Haw Grove; Road Related offence (drug driving) person arrested; Criminal damage: wing mirror – Thornview Road; neighbour dispute/noise; domestic dispute

Full report dated 11.05 available if required. 
5.3 To receive a list of actions from last meeting  Clerk to HPC Julie Sleath submitted a report including: Attending NY Council Emergency Planning update; various notices posted on Noticeboards / Websites / Facebook as required; various reports to NY Council re overflowing bins /traffic light issues / sunken manhole; asset review /report; playground issues and search for supplier to repair equipment / sort out and remove / replace damaged bin / fit padlock to Thorndale / get fencing repaired; allotment invoices issues and monies recorded/ 2 vacant ones advertised and filled; meeting minutes, agendas etc updated; banking and finances completed and cascaded to Councillors; Full AGAR report completed and reviewed with Accountant (all in order and ready for submission).  
Full report available if required. 
6. Council Matters 
6.1 Formal approval of Standing Orders cascaded pre meeting for initial approval. Approval proposed by Cllr Sleath and seconded by Cllr Robinson. All voted in favour.

6.2 Allotments - update from Clerk – all now full and all fees paid pre meeting. 2 vacancies filled. 
6.3 Emergency Plan update Cllr Dunwoodie had cascaded final version pre meeting for agreement.  Approval proposed by Cllr Robinson and seconded by Cllr Bates. All voted in favour. To be added to website and advertised in Hellifield Herald and Craven Herald
6.4 Playgrounds – Station Road multi-play platform(s) -  attempts to get this piece of equipment repaired are finally showing signs of success. Following a £1300 repair estimate from the original suppliers  who then went out of business, this has proved a difficult task as other playground suppliers are not interested. However an estimate from (local company) Restoration Den has now been received to replace both platforms with 9.5mm aluminum plate at a cost of around £1000.  Cllr Sleath proposed that this be approved and the job commenced. Seconded by Cllr Robinson and all voted in favour. 
6.5 Section 106 monies update  Cllr Myers had a meeting with the Planning Dept who appear to accept that Hellifield is due the funds originally agreed and are trying to put things in place to provide funding.
       7.   Report from District Councillor, Simon Myers. A full report was supplied at the Annual Parish meeting. 

An excerpt relating to Hellifield only follows: I have tried to help with a number of issues with varying degrees of success, some (too many) are day to day issues where problems arise from the Council simply not responding to the PC which is unacceptable. I have had wide ranging correspondence from residents in the village and have been pleased to help with issues where I can, from fly tipping to housing via drains! I fully support the ambitious plans for the Black Horse to become a ‘community Pub’ and will help where I can. It will be difficult to achieve but not impossible. 

The ’Flashes’ Planning Application is still unresolved. I am pleased that my positive engagement with the YDNPA led to a fuller response to the application and that Planning Officers now feel a full EIA is required. 

I continue to work with the PC on the issue of the outstanding S 106 monies and hope for a positive outcome.

I continue to press the case for fixed speed cameras in North Yorkshire and to get the Highways Authority to reduce the speed limit on the NY side of the A682. I am also trying to get the Mayor interested in improving Hellifield Station and it’s access and increasing the passenger service on the Hellifield-Clitheroe-Manchester line. The limited service, known as the Dales Explorer is doing well and recently won a Community Rail Award.

The new reduced Locality Budgets are now available. It is now £5,000 in totality and I will try and spread it evenly across the Villages, but as ever it is those who get in early who win! I would like to give some money towards the installation of a new, fully accessible, Loo in the Institute.  

There will be a new Warm Homes Fund in operation where Privately owned and rented houses can be insulated and new heating systems, Solar PV etc installed at no cost to the owner/ resident and, importantly, from speaking to residents who took up the last scheme, with minimal disruption. I will update residents when that becomes live. It was previously only available to those who lived ‘off gas’ but now has a wider remit.

It is a pleasure to work with the Parish Council. To them and the many individuals in the village who do so much on an entirely voluntary basis, I express my thanks for all the good that they do. 

Simon Myers and Lesley Tate left the meeting.
8. Correspondence:
8.1 Hellifield Magazine Team requested a donation for funding and supplied details of their accounts. A sum of £250 was agreed, for payment in July to accommodate their finances. 
8.2 Request from member of public to plant a memorial bush or small tree at the Picnic Area at a site agreed with Cllr Sleath. Cllr Sleath proposed agreement to the proposal and Cllr Dunwoodie seconded this. All voted in favour. 

9. Street Lighting: the repair to the control box for the lamp post on L&Y Terrace remains outstanding. 

An estimate was received in Feb for this. Needs to be chased 

10. Highways: speed monitoring update supplied by Paul Emsley (for publishing in the Herald Magazine) 
11. Planning items: no comments to any of the below
a) Application Number: ZA25/26789/VAR Proposal: 12 March 2025 Application to vary condition no. 2 (Approved Plans) of planning application ZA24/26275/HH to allow amendment to material finishes Location: 12 Gallaber Farm, Hellifield, BD23 4HS Planning Permission now Granted 06/05/2025  
b) Application No: ZA24/26605/FUL Full Planning Permission Granted  - Jamies Farm, Change of use of a traditional barn and outbuilding for short term visitor accommodation or residential dwellings. Location: Haugh Field Farm, Hellifield BD23 4EH

c) Application Number: ZA25/26892/HH Proposal: Householder planning application for erection of single storey extension to dwelling house Location: 3 Park Place, Hellifield, BD23 4HB

d) Application No: ZA25/26658/FUL Full Planning Permission Granted  Date Valid: 20th January 2025  Proposal: Conversion of workshop including alterations and extension to form dwellinghouse (Class C3) and demolition of shop Restoration Den, Main Road, Hellifield, BD23 4HX

e) Application Number: ZA25/26950/LBC Proposal: Listed building consent for internal alteration Location: Hellifield Working Mens Club, Hellifield House , Gisburn Road, Hellifield, BD23 4HU 

f) Application Number: ZA25/26935/FUL Proposal: Full planning permission for extension to existing Holiday Park to Site 43 Static Holiday Caravans together with Additional Landscaping Location: Gallaber Park, Gallaber, Long Preston, BD23 4QF, Date Valid: 6th May 2025

12. Finance -To discuss and approve financial matters including receipts, payments, transfers and
donations. 
a. Payments and receipts schedules for March and April 2025 were signed and approved.

b. To agree and sign off the Governance Statements and Accounts on the Annual Return (AGAR Audit) for submission to external auditor Prior to our Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) being forwarded to the External Auditors for inspection, an internal audit must be undertaken. This has now been completed by John Bownass, our internal auditor, however, the Governance Statement must be completed and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk at this meeting. These were signed by the Chairman and co-signed by the Clerk. HPC confirmed approval of the AGAR documents which were proposed for approval by Cllr Sleath, seconded by Cllr Harding and all voted in favour. 
c. To approve adding  Cllr Wayne Harding as Trustee (signatory) to the Skipton Building Society Account held by HPC, and to remove 2 former Councillors. Proposed for approval by Cllr Sleath, seconded by Cllr Robinson and all voted in favour.

d. To confirm approval of updated Financial Regulations (cascaded and approved pre meeting) Proposed for approval by Cllr Dunwoodie, seconded by Cllr Sleath and all voted in favour. 

e. To approve Asset List and Asset Review (pre circulated) – Proposed for approval by Cllr Sleath, seconded by Cllr Harding and all voted in favour. 
f. To confirm approval of donation to Hellifield Herald (£250 payable in July). Proposed by Cllr Sleath and seconded by Cllr Robinson. All voted in favour. 
13.  To receive items of information and proposals for the agenda of future Meetings.  Action from the Annual Parish meeting to replace trustee and treasurer on the board of the Long Preston Relief in Need Charity. This role is nominated by HPC and the current HPC Representative (Jim Horden) is resigning. 
Date of next meeting - in the Village Institute – Wednesday 25th June 7:30pm.  
All meetings are open to the public and press. The public however, are reminded that they are not permitted to take part in any discussions without the permission of the Council. At the start of each meeting, the Chairman will ask if any members of the public present have any items to bring to the attention of the Council.
Signed           Julie Sleath - Clerk of Hellifield Parish Council –May 2025

